NOTE ON THE TEXT
of Dunciad A
The Dunciad advertised in the Daily Post of May 18, 1728 was a
pamphlet of 52 pages, with a prefatory address, "The Publisher
to the Reader," and nineteen brief footnotes. It has long been a
matter of dispute among bibliographers whether the duodecimo
or an almost identical octavo should be considered the first edition.
The case for the duodecimo has been ably stated by Professor
R. EL Griffith (Modern Philology, vol. xii, pp. i ff.; Alexander Pope:
A Bibliography, vol. i, pt. i, pp. 154 ff., vol. i, pt. ii, pp< 577 ff.;
The Colophon, New Series, vol. iii. No. 4 (1938), pp, 569-86).
In his catalogue of the Ashley Library, voL iv, pp. 15 ff.s Mr T. J*
Wise argued in favour of the octavo, and he has had some sup-
porters. The duodecimo-octavo dispute, however, is of more
interest to the book collector than to the editor of Pope, for the
textual differences are almost negligible, the only important
divergence occurring in the opening line, where "Books and the
man" of the duodecimo appears as "Book and the man** in the
octavo. In the textual apparatus to the present edition the duo-
decimo (fysSa) has been accepted as the first edition,
"The Second Edition" and "The Third Edition,'* both in
duodecimo, followed in less than a month. The text was revised
for both. The two variants of "The Third Edition" show so many
differences from each other that it has been necessary in presenting
the results of collation to separate them by giving them distinctive
marks (iJzSe, 1728/1 Griffith 203, 204). As Professor Griffith has
shown (op. cit., vol. i, pt. ii, p. 577), "the two variants of the Third
Edition were each a complete re-printing as compared with the
Second Edition or with each other." Yet another duodecimo
edition (17280: Griffith 200) which probably preceded the
"Second Edition/' since it incorporates none of the changes in the
latter, is considered by Professor Griffith to be "most likely a
pirated one, issued from the shop of CurlL" Its most interesting
textual feature is the substitution of "Gold chains" for "Glad